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Introduction

With more and more people from foreign lands visiting and even making their homes
in Thailand, the study of the Thai language has become more and more popular.
Thai is not the easiest language to learn, especially for those who come from the
west. It takes a great deal of effort to learn to speak Thai. But for those who do
make the effort, they will be rewarded with a much deeper understanding of the
Thai people and their culture.

Reading Thai is another story. Not only does Thai have a different alphabet, it is
huge. Forty four consonants and 32 vowels. But who says we should only tackle
easy problems. The extra effort it takes to learn how to read Thai has a whole set of
rewards of its own. For one, you will cease being “illiterate”.

Nothing will remind you more that you are basically illiterate than to look around you
and not understand what a shop sells, what a street sign says, what a restaurant
specializes in, or what a sign tells you what you are supposed to, or not supposed to
do.

Thai learners are always on a constant look out for good reading material at a
beginner’s level. They try out children’s books, and easy reading material but
Aesop’s Fables don't have a lot of practical everyday uses for an adult. Quite often,
the first reading material that most beginning Thai learners attempt is the ubiquitous
Thai roadside signs they encounter all around them.

Thai roadside signs, and they are everywhere, are complete stories in themselves.
Even one or two word signs tell stories. “Sale” tells you that this store may have
some good buys and maybe you should check it out. “Ice Cream” conjures up a
cool, good tasting escape from a Thai hot season afternoon. When you can read the
signs around you, you will develop a much better control over your environment.

Here is how the idea for this book came about: I realized that my reading had
become pretty good when I noticed that I could read almost every roadside sign I
saw. I thought that was a cool accomplishment. Then it dawned on me that, just
like most Thai learners, I had been using roadside signs as practice reading material
since I started learning to read.

A Field Guide to Reading Thai Roadside Signs is for the person who has already
begun his/her studies of the written Thai language. Now that you know some Thai
vocabulary and most of those daunting 44 consonants and 32 vowels, it's time to
begin to find some reading material. What better way to begin than with the “real
life” Thai stories that you can see all around you.

This book is divided into “Short Stories”, shorter, to the point signs, and “Novellas”,
longer signs. We've included signs of all kind, from hand written posters to
professionally made advertisements. Every word in the signs presented here is



broken out, isolated, and defined. Thai vocabulary words may have multiple
meanings. The ones given here are how the word is used in the specific sign. The
signs themselves have been “interpreted” instead of translated so that they would
tell their stories as if they were written by a native English speaker.

Try reading the Thai signs first. Then look at the printed Thai and then the English
interpretation. After that you can look to see what each word means. Every word in
every sign has been given an English definition.

Since one of the objects of this book is to help the learner increase their Thai
vocabulary, all the words introduced are included in the Glossary at the end. The
words in the glossary also contain phonetic transcriptions to help with pronunciation
and tones. I have kept the phonetic transcriptions away from the body of the book
to help the reader to focus on the Thai. As one of my proof readers commented, “ I
find that if is anything remotely resembling roman based text is near the Thai script,
I'll read the roman transcription instantly then have to force myself to go back and
read the Thai pretending the roman transcription is not there.”

Every sign was photographed by the author (and some generously contributed by
Catherine Wentworth of womenlearnthai.com) and each was found on, next to, or
near a Thai roadside. The photos of the signs have been enhanced by increasing the
contrast, rotating them when needed, and cleaning them up a bit, in order to make
them clear and more easily readable (although some will prove a bit difficult to read
just as they would in real life). Nevertheless, they are all actual Thai roadside signs.

Just like a field guide to birds, or flowers, or orchids, helps you identify the objects
and animals you encounter, A Field Guide to Reading Thai Roadside Signs will help
you read and understand the written everyday Thai you will see every time you go
out.

Reading Thai will take Effort (with a capital “"E"). Start slowly and have fun. You will
be rewarded.

Hugh Leong
Chiang Mai
2011



Short Stories

Most signs one encounters on Thai roadsides are
brief announcements, ads, warnings, or place
names. Their stories can be communicated in
just a few short words.



A typical For Sale sign, this one posted on a small plot of land.

18

e

For Sale

1. ane - to sell, for sale

A country road sign.

1. éu - ton (loan word)



Sign next to some wet tiles.

<il
6ielib

&au

Slippery

1. \&au- slippery

Every company and government office needs one on these departments.

Uz gNaNANUS

sz dunNus

Public Relations

szanduiug?
1. Uszan&uwWus — public relations

1s¥2Mns = population
fuusg = relations



Signs like this are seen in almost every country in the world.

(AR IOHHIBMISATION: LN

AUTAN
Drink Coke

du! 16n?

1. fiu - to drink 2. 1@n - Coke (phonetic transcription)

Traffic rules aren’t always followed.

AR el

Keep Left

dal ae?

1. 9m - to stay, to keep, to move 2. e - left



We all need these guys, from bicycles to dump trucks.

¥eny

1y! g92

1. 1¢ - to mend, to patch 2. &1y - tire

Office sign at a housing compound.

1134499

g9 UUEl

Sales Office

drirnoul ane?

1. &iinvu - office, agency 2. ane - to sell, sales



This handwritten sign was seen at a protest rally.

HGHR

Dissolve Parliament

gut &n1°

1. gu - to dissolve, to diminish in size 2. &nn - council (abbr. for Parliament)




Someone to “do” your teeth.

-
Q@
%).4‘ caRe 0559

n-
wu

vinrWu

Dental Clinic
(Dental Work)

vint Wu?

1. vi1 - to do, to perform 2. Wu - tooth

Hard to find when you need them.

157997

6115339139

Traffic Police

61973l A57135°

1. 61573 - police 2. 35175 - traffic



This sign points to a place of meditation.

ANEIALETTU

Dharma Camp

Al AuasIN®

1. @& - camp 2. AWE55U - Dharma, moral principles

Sign on the top of a pickup truck.

A%

Car for Rent

1. sa - car, automobile, vehicle 2. 12 - to rent, to lease



You'll may see this warning at the mouth of a lane/alley/soi.

NI U

NI U

Dead End

ot qu’

1. v - path, road, way 2. éu - blocked, clogged
196U = dead end

Printers are everywhere.

T

TTINUN

Printers (Printing House)

1. 199 - house, hall, factory 2. AN - to print



A road leading to a private home.

OUUTIULANA

AUURIUUAAR

Private Road

auu! fHuyAaa’

1. auu - road, street 2. huymaa - private, personal

New books can be expensive.

T

Byt

Book Rental

nivdal 1ah?

1. »nilv&a - book 2. 12 - to rent



Coffee has become very popular in Thailand

ANUNRG

Fresh (brewed) Coffee

aun! &a’

1. anun - coffee 2. &a - fresh
aunan = fresh brewed coffee

Always good to have one close by.

Wavgan

Toilet

vad! gun?

1. iav - room 2. §u- toilet



A staple food for most lunches.

111
AdeILGIe

The Rice Noodle House

1l
AraLdien?

1. 1y - house 2. feden - noodles (rice)

Duck your head.

mwgé 23

AMURY 2 U.

2 Meter Clearance
(Height 2 Meters)

ANNFI 2 .2

1. AU - height 2. U. - meter



TWih
Ussih an

T
1sg1gn

Inexpensive Electrician/Plumber

lvin?
szan? gn®

1. ¥ — electricity, electrician 3. gn - cheap. inexpensive
2. is¢1 - plumbing, plumber

Need to hock your watch? Follow the arrow.

T595UAUN

Pawnbroker

199! 512 {1’

1. 159 - house, building, factory 3. 41711 - to pawn
2. 5u - to receive



You don’t have to read Thai to know what this is about.

@ &
FINTANFL

WuFaTLae
No Pets Allowed

Wit a3 18a0°

1. iy - forbidden 3. L8819 - to raise
2. &7 - animal dn7L&a9 = domesticated animal, pet

Apartments for rent.

371813U - FNELAaU

Daily — Monthly

et YU — 51e 1iawd
1. 1@ - each 3. 1fau - month

2. Yu - day sneiayu = monthly
sadu = daily



If you are a man looking for a haircut.
16

AR N2

Men’s Haircuts

dal wu® ane’

1. 6@ - to cut 3. 218l - man, boy, male
2. WU - hair

Motorcycles need places to park too.

WARN NS Ty

AAALANIZUALH AT LU A
Motorcycle Parking Only

a6’ LWy uatnaslaiE:

1. 3aa - to park 3. uanas'la@ - motorcycle (loan
2. \ane - especially, specifically word)



This photo was taken in a no photo zone.

Winaleagy
No Photographs

viu! dhe® 51®

1. ¥iu - prohibited, forbidden 3. 71 - picture, photograph
2. ane - to film, to shoot a1a51 = to take a picture

Thailand is famous for making you feel this way.

a dd

UM AUTU

Welcome

1. flué - to be delighted, to rejoice 3. 51U - receive
2. ¢iay - period maudu = to receive a guest
fufmnausu = welcome



An Electrician Advertising his skills.

S1MQN

T
57A19N

Inexpensive Electrician

!
;7m1% gn’

1. W — electricity, electrician 3. an - cheap, inexpensive
2.99A1 - cost

On the steps of the chapel of a temple.

NINNaAIaNI

ATAUINAATAILNN

Please Take off your Shoes

nsaun’! nam’ sagwi’®

1. ngaun - please (formal) 3. 529t - shoe
2. naa - take off



Just about everywhere there are pharmacies, but the good ones have a pharmacist in residence.

el
alnsalnsunne

Pharmacy
Medical Equipment

et

alnsal® psunwne’

1. &1 - medicine (in signs = pharmacy) 3. mMsuwne - medical
2. ainsal - equipment

In a vacant lot next to a restaurant.

NA0MNIN

fiaaasa

Parking Lot

il 2262 50°

1. - place 3. 50 - car
2. [aa - to park



Half a kilometer from a U-Turn.

SO00MN.
AN

500 u. AauN

U-Turn in 500 Meters
Keep right

1. 1. - meter (abbreviation) 3. 271 - right
2. 4@ - to stay, to keep, to move

Need some help in your garden?

SUARKRAN
Grass Cutting (service)

1. 5u - to take employment 3. %ain - grass
2. ;- to cut



This is a similar service to “Mail Boxes” in the west.

1dseraiel aneana&ns

Post Office Photocopying

1alweite
a1e° 1anans’

1. 5wl - post office, postal service 3. 1an&15 - document
2. a1g - to film, to shoot (camera) aneanans = to photocopy

[llegal but encountered often.

.
~
20 Wt

2%u'lA 30 LUAS

Cock Fights 30 Meters

2iu’ a2
30 wes’

1. 211 - to hit, to collide 3. es - meter
2. 'la - chicken, cock 2wln = cockfight



Seen at the exit gate of a local fair.

ANVILKAI)
16 wnny

N19aaN LANDJ

nvaan Lantdav
Exit to the City

! aan? 1i? iag?

1. 9 - way, road 3. " - to enter
2. aan - out w1vaan = exit 4. \{av - town, city

Wearing motorcycle helmets is supposed to be the law everywhere.

IRgmAanilae

LUARINNINUTAE

Helmet Area (Zone)

el &’ un® fssa?

1. \ue - zone, area 3. »unn - hat, cap, helmet
2. &)U - to put on, to wear 4. fisfe - safety



Thais make tasty shakes with just about any fruit.

uhwaluuu

10 un

UINATdtu 10 un
Fruit Shakes 10 Baht

1! wal? v’ 10 vt

3. ilu - to spin, to blend (in a blender)

1.1 - water )
2. Wa'lad - fruit  dwa'lal = fruit juice 11ilu = shake (e.g. banana
shake)
4. U1 - baht

A sign near an outdoor market.

3. a1y - sell
4. &ua - goods, commodities

Wu - surface, ground
i

1.
2.7 - at (a place) #Wuw = area



This sign was posted on a beautiful field of sunflowers

N1
e O LWV

12NN AUAY 5 UIN

Enter to Admire 5 Baht per Person
! wn? auag’ 5 vn?

1. 2" - enter 3. AUARY - per person
2. 21U - look at with pleasure, admire 4. 11 - baht

Practice for your driving license somewhere else.

HINVRTUS

WURAUUTA

No Driving Practice

vl wa? 4u’ 5ot

1. ¥ - prohibited 3. 9y - to drive
2. ¥i; - to practice 4. 50 - car



Keeping the street clear.

KINVDANRDALLAY

MINAAANRAALLUD

No Parking Along this Line

vl 226 aaaa’ uur?

1. ¥ihu - prohibited, forbidden 3. maan - all over, throughout
2. 3aa - to park 4. wud - line

In a tourist area.

WWZIANISUANDILTN )

LNIZIaIISIAYiagLTien

Tourist Buses Only

gt 502 Mif finviaian?
1. tanne - only, exclusively 3. ¥175 - tour (loan word)

2. 58 - car 50175 = tour bus
4. {inviavLiien - tourist



This is many people’s retirement plan.

1y

ana jy,
S/

ML
an 2 Ju 578

Lottery
In 2 Days you'll be rich

wia! 8% 2 5ud et

1. e - lottery 3. 7u - day
2. &n - again, in addition 4. 578 -rich



This service is usually for motorcycles.

W &auas
UM ULAIAY
Oil Change

L@t de?
1Ty’ Ladas?
1. 1UQau - change 3. 1siu - oil

2. anel - excrete, purge 4. m’?'ao - engine, machine
1duLA3ag = motor oil



An auto mechanic specialist

W

finL
Haun
WU

A
AU
nnNU

Honda’s Repaired
All Models

atay’
gaus’
nn’ su*

1. 2fan - repair 3. nn - each, every
2. gausn - Honda 4. 9u - model



SURNAS

PIINUN

Susng
AVINUW
Accepting Applications
For Printers

5u' aiins?
2e® Ruw®
1. 5u - to accept, to take receive 3. 19 - mechanic

2. &1ims - to apply 4. WuNW - print  219WuW = printer
Juiias = accepting applications



Healthy Dog

100%
UURIE
JUNNEA

100%
Beautiful Coat
Good Health

au® g’
gunwn’ &’

1. 2au - hair, coat 3. §un N - health
2. &8 - beautiful 4. 6 - good Funwh = healthy



Bring it in the morning, take it in the evening.

19019
ifa)
21
36

Washing, Drying, and
Ironing Service

1. usAns - service 3. au - to bake
2. 2fn - to wash 4. 3@ - to iron



Eating noodles alfresco — from a push cart.

d g
US 1Al N8

LU TH Gausia 25-30.-

ugnfl LAen
LU TW eiuen

Bamee Geeow
Yen Tafow Tom Yum
25 — 30 baht

uzndll 1Aen?
uen W’ euen?

1. fug'viﬁ' - Bamee (egg noodles) 3. tiueTW - Yen Tafow (Noodle soup
2. wien - Geeow (wonton) dish with tofu sauce)
4. ¢iugin - Tom Yum soup



The Colonel’s Competitor

1Aeing
NIM1D

Five Star
Barbequed Chicken

1a! ging?
w3 a?
1. 1A - chicken 3. ¥ - five
2. £inv - barbeque

4. A1) - star



Always be careful driving.

5N
niel-

5539958
21 81-2171

Watch Out for Cars
Left - Right

se¥el 5a°
3. 4
aie’

1. 5¢39 - be careful, beware 3. 9 - left
2. 56 - automobile 4. a0 - right



Everyone is thinking of safety.

—_

ﬁﬁ\&ﬁ eye

NS

Ga6
ARAYIYA G

Install
Closed Circuit TV (CCTV)

A&29% 2937° fla*

1. a6V - to install 3. 2977 - circuit
2. AdaY - camera 4. 1la - to close
AaavIvasile = CCTV



There are food courts in malls and open air markets.

AULaINg
0N &¥a1m asad

Food Center
Inexpensive, Clean, Tasty

Aue’ anms?
an® aza1a® asan’®

1. Auel - center 4. &za1a - clean

2. 22413 - food 5. asas - tasty
dueianns = food court or center

3. gn - cheap, inexpensive



Sign in front of a hospital

4= V9LE

guaemaly

o ety

General Patients’ Entrance

et wn? 6 tha? il
1. 9 - way, path, road 4. 1ha - ill, sick #1ihe = patient

2.1 -toenter w9121 = entrance 5. 174l - general
3. i - person (who does something)

This is the sign is at the base of Suthep Mountain in Chiang Mai.

L ¥
UAKNAIARTL

i uaan 3

No Hunting Wildlife

et v 813 dadt i

1. vue - area, region 4. g7 - animal
2. ¥ - forbidden 5.1h - forest  dniih = wildlife
3. 81 -to hunt



sign on an electricity pole.

S

FUn
91N U

We Make Rain Gutters

su' vin!
5719° 2i* plu®
1. 5u - take employment 4. 11 - water

2. i - to do, to make _ 5. flu - rain 16y = rain water
3. 519 - rail, track 5193i16lu = rain gutter



Golf is big business in Thailand with visitors and Thais alike.

[dana>

aumzs’eu

Laan
guruaday - naaw

Open for Business
Practice Golfing Range

ol ugq?
gun’ afan? - nasaw’

1. \ile - to open 4. afau - to practice
2. ua? - already 5. naawW - golf
3. &uw - field, grounds, court, range



This sign has the same meaning in all languages.

flaaasnANNTS

fiAaasnAuiinIg
Handicap Parking

il 2262 56° aut fins°

1. 1 - at, place 4, Au - person
2. am - park 5. Wns - disabled, handicapped
3. 34 - car, automobile

3amsa = parking (space, lot)



Posted on a cement electricity pole which theoretically the termites can’t destroy.

URAn

FUANAG UA LUAIRIU Ualn

We Remove Ants, Roaches and Termites

50! Arde? ue® uwuavanu? Uarn®

1. §u - to accept, to take employment 4. wuRYEU - roaches
2. AAn - to remove 5. dadn - termite(s)
3. U@ - ants

This is a sign at a temple book store.

i ﬂﬁﬁim ﬁ

RIIRAULRLHATITUNTLAN

Dharma Books, Media and Souvenirs

wilvdal uaz? &a° a9’ Miszdn®

1. “ily&a - book 4. 5574 - Dharma
2. uay - and 5. Mi5¥&n - souvenir
3. &a - media



Land for Sale Sign

N
NAU

ndavoll
746 M.S..

U El
NAU
vl
746 ©.5.7.

Land for Sale
746 Sq. Waa

et Adu? ullas® 4 746 0.5.0.°

1. 2a - to sell, to sale 4, 1 - this
2. M6u - land 5. 0.9.2. - square waa (waa =2 meters)
3. wiay - plot of land



These three signs are at the local gas station.
Py o= 4
T5d150:N19
Q
wiiib

arzia

1
Q/

(%4 = ol
TTa15602i LU ALAR
Unleaded Petrol, Gasoline Diesel
15 a5 aem’ wudut fuaa’
1. 19 - free (of), without 4. \wudu - petrol, gasoline
2. &5 - substance 5. faia - diesel

3. ez - lead



Street vendor sign.

SRR
100 #oe

NAAIIAAN
100 N

Clearance Sale
100 baht for all items
(of clothing)

an’ 8192 sdan’
100 nn* &7’

1. am - lower (price) 4. nin - every
2. 879 - clean, wash 5. &1 - classifier for items of clothing
3. &6an - stock, inventory (loan word)

AAan = clearance (sale)



WN =

This advertises Uncle fatty’s business.

RIaIU FuaULel

Uncle Fatty’s Moving Service

a9t a2u?50° au? tne’

. 89 - uncle 4. au - to load, to transport
. 87U - fat 5. #ner - to move
. 5u - to accept, to take employment

WN =

In a public bathroom.

lusanetusnyar ez

TUsa218uUSnHIANUNRLAA

Please Help Us To Keep (the bathroom) Clean

Nlsat ahe? dud saen? anuazaa’

. 1uds@ - please 4. §nu - to take care of
. e - help 5. anudzanm - clean
. iy - together

aheffu = to help each other



No beauty work on Wednesdays.

AvuA

HEANNIHAE

LU
NEANNIUNE

Beauty Parlor
Closed Every Wednesday

w3t she?
3 4 ¢, 5
wea® nnt Juns

1. &% - to supplement, to enhance 3. nelm - closed
2. & - beauty, beautiful 4. nin - every
L&3U&I8 = beautician 5. Juns - Wednesday



Thais especially love the tiny “lap” dogs.

Buy and Sell
Puppies
su' dfa?
TR
an” qilv’
1. 5u - to accept, to take receive 4. an - child
2. d9ia - to buy 5. §1lu - dog anaiu - puppy

3. 2ne - to sell



Sign at a recyclers.

fu49ia Sheet w1611 Wa&6HN

We Buy “Sheet” (paper) Water Bottles Plastic

su! 4ia’
e’ 1
Walhin’
1. 5u - receive 4, 11 - water
2. 9ia - buy sudia = we buy 5. wanaen - plastic (loan word)
3. 1 - bottle



A sign on the door of a supermarket.

LINURAAUNS

2
% L0
Vo o . v ARy
TN saFgeind ©

RINFUUNT ﬂ
Ul L

walaanuns
WINFUYIAS

Smoke Free Area
No Smoking

e Uaan ynd
WL §U U

1. e - area 4. i1y - forbidden
2. Uxaa - free from 5. §u - smoke
3. Y#s - cigarette



A favorite, but fatty, lunchtime treat.

29135 u'lA
2928 &rann

Chicken-Fat Rice
Tasty, Clean

27! i 1ad
ataa® gzane’
1. 27 - rice 4. asas - tasty

2. U - fat 5. &¥a1a - clean
3. 1A - chicken



Warning to drive slowly inside a housing compound.

Af ! s
fiullugs

Aol L5
Auldua?

You! You are already
Driving Too Fast

Al fu? 1523
~ . 5
vAiuld? ua?
1. aau - you 4. \Au'll - too, excessively

2. iy - to drive 5. ua7 - already
3. 157 - quickly, fast



Note for the firemen.

B -

] </ e/ Z e/ A
 MISUUIAVINGS

I
i — —
3
-

WISV GULNEY

Fire Hose connection

1. ¥ - head 4. iy - extinguish
2. 5u - receive 5. WAy - fire
3. 11 - water AULWAY = put out a fire



Novellas

Then there are roadside signs that tell more
elaborate tales. Try not to read these as you
are driving by or there could be trouble. They
may not be “War and Peace” but will take a
little effort to decipher.



The equivalent of “pack out your garbage”.

Yo Neonauthu

A ludiafanauilnu

Take your garbage home with you.

agg! 12 fia’ da* ndu® uub

1. aaig - garbage 4. fia - to hold
2. -in 5. AdY - return
3. #ia - hand 6. 1NU - house

This sign is near the local university

W99 Twitan
nanwnanel

Room Available
Men’s Dormitory

vwael 3192 143 12!
nawn® 2a®

1. ¥iay - room 4. 12h - to rent 1wtz = for rent
2. 7379 - free  ¥av3ing = vacant room 5. iaWn - dormitory
3. W - to give, to provide 6. 2118 - boy, man



This sign was in front of a temple fair.

T

SRR
D\ 20 e

FupnTa
gean Uaaade
50 wues

Car Park
Convenient and Safe
50 Meters

5ul {hn? 503
gzann’ Uaande’
50 wns®

1. 5u - to get, to receive 4. &¥mIn - convenient
2. ln - to put something in the care of 5. daaasia - safe
3. 50 - vehicle 6. LuAaT - meter



TN
a@H

waN WU 2398 ][]_

WINTWE
22U
“ad iU asad 10

Young Coconut Juice
Fragrant, Sweet, Tasty
10 (baht)

1! ugwsa?
aau’
vau? v’ asan®
1.4 - water, juice 4. iau - fragrant

2. W - coconut 5. ¥1U - sweet
3. aau - young 6. asaa - tasty



The equivalent of “Post no bills”.

v
aavhalouvnn)
usSIo0ulU
MU
Gmiln ﬂimagmw
UL Uil

No Advertising on This Spot

vl
G’ ihe® Tawan?
usa’ §1°

1. 11 - not allowed 4, 1w — advertisement
2. &ia - attach, affix iheTawaun = poster, ad sign
3. ihe - sign UsLIa - area

5. 1
6. 1 - this



Sign at a Buddhist center outside of Bangkok.

REGUNGHT
= I

wAvtafiiceu
UTNTHIAN

Sign up for community service

v

uae! da? UHTE> ou’
U35 foau®

1. udv - to give, to report 4. 91u - work
2. %a - name 5. u3n19 - service
3. U{1id - to perform 6. &9AN - community, society



Fashionable Shoes

W SHOESI‘VIERI é

wuwsammuwzlwnzmm

Tneas
A1UN ﬂia\‘lL‘I/I’]LLW?ju‘Vlﬂ?juﬂ

Thai Shoes
Distributor of Fashionable Shoes of All Kinds

Tnad
AN ﬂsaommw?jum nUudlm

1. Inayd - Thai Shoes (phonetic) 4. wiu — fashion (loan word)
2. e - distributor 5. nin - every
3. sa9t¥in - shoes 6. uila — kind, type



Most villages and neighborhoods will have clean drinking water for sale from these machines.

hhudzann
NUN5N52Y 1AESAIL
Reverse Osmosis (,0)

Hfugza6
NIUNNTATAI TALITY U

Clean Drinking Water
Filtered Using the System
Reverse Osmosis (R.O)

1! dn? azae’
wWut Asnsas’ Taa® szuy’

1. fh - water o 5. n1snsay - to filter
2. 6 - to drink &y = drinking water 6. 1a# - by, by means of
3. &zam - to clean 7. 5¥u1 - system

4. WU - to go through



This sign is on a local government building.

LNALNRETURFLNN
. 3iavt g T
. a9 T

Suthep Municipal Sub District
A. Muang Chiang Mai
J. Chiang Mai

wAta! s’ guan’
a.* iiiae® 1da9lny®
2.7 1idealn

1. wmAUNa - municipal 5. ufiav - Muang (town, Central District)
2. 6iNuUA - sub district 6. 1ieln - Chiang Mai
3. §w - Suthep (name) 7. Q. - jangwat, province

4. a. - amphur (district)



A sign at the marketplace.

S s

U080 SnSEueu
SHORSHN ShUDY

PIUNAATA UG

NUNAAATA ANTENULIUG
FAANTETU TANIY

No Car Parking Allowed
For Motorcycles Bicycles and Tow Vehicles

vl 206° sa s
uii* 220 IaFnTENULUG”
sa¥nsenu® sanig’

=,

1. ¥ihu - prohibited 5. sadnseanuaus - motorcycle
2. [an - to park 6. saan5aU - bicycle
3. saaue - automobile 7. 5a%79 - tow vehicle (usually pulled

4. Wuii - area after a motorcycle)



Car washes are a manual job in Thailand.

ARG
\ausnisnniu

Car Wash
Open for service daily

a19! 0% 8’
e u3ns® vn® v’

1. &9 - to clean, to wash 5. U505 - service
2. 86 - to pressurize 6. nn - every
3. 8 - to spray 7.7u -day wniu = every day

4. \1la - to open



This sign is on the road in front
of a housing compound.

- IOTIISI

IS .,
zﬂﬂiﬁéj(ﬂu

LEL

AnNAINULE
flsaaan

ANRYLU

Reduce Speed
Vehicles Exiting the Village

1 2.2
an' AN
13 50 aan®
n° wyjriny’

1. am - to lower, to reduce 5. aan - to come out, to exit
2. ANULSY - speed 6. 1A - from
3. 4 - to have 7. viyjiinu - village

4. 50 - car, vehicle
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A donated bathroom.

o &
‘giaa%'\
5’@51‘3’136\"321(3%11’%%’1@1
il 2550

W9
ARRNIAILLIULIANA
7l 2550

Bathroom
Constructed With Donations
In the Year 2007

wavin!
02 &519° sha? 13u° usana®
117 2550
. iaviih - bathroom, toilet 5. 13U - money
. A6 - to organize 6. u331A - to donate
. &9 - to build WuUuIAA - donations
&9 = to construct 7. 1 - year

. 68 - with



Parking is in the rear.

y
r v 4
=
{
/‘gz
NN ﬁ-.

U0 !
USIDNU
ASRNIDA

AuKAvSI

wua6!
usLaudl
NIEUNANR
AIURRINY
No Parking in This Area
Please Park Behind the shop

! 2aa?

s’ 4

n3O41° A
su® nde’ Fu’

1. ¥ihu - prohibited, forbidden 6. 6inu - side
2. 3aa - to park 7. Ay - back
3. y3au - area Aunay = behind
4. 1 - this 8. 571 - shop

5. ngaun - please (formal)



A sign in front of a driveway.

NI9LN-aan
MU
ADATOANNAUA

Driveway
No Parking of Any Kind

! 17? - aan’
v’
2am° 50° nn’ ufiad

1. 19 - way, road 5. 3aa - to park

2. 12 - to enter 6. 50 - car, vehicle
9L = entrance 7. nin - every

3. aan - out 8. aim - kind, type

nvaan = exit
nmLzinaan = driveway
4. vinu - forbid



Sign at a local pond/reservoir.

sl g

1EAA R
Wiududaralil
10LLAAUR
Announcement

Absolutely No Fishing
In This Reservoir

lszanat
v’ 1 dan? ane’ it
108’ 1daua®

1. dsgn@ - announcement 5. ajw - reservoir
2. ¥iu - prohibited 6. i - this
3. AU - catch 7. 1@l - by, by means of

4. a1 - fish 8. 1iaum - absolutely



A “neighborhood watch” sign

y =
MRIN

UOABSTIIN
teenining,

MU
UAAKATEUAN
1AL NINT

Outsiders are not allowed to bring
their garbage and dump it here.

‘W]ll
uma mﬂuan
‘Lﬂ g1y’ i 1/I\‘] 1/|u

1. ¥ihu - not allowed 5. aag - garbage
2. UAARK - person 6. un - to come 1w = to bring
3. aauan - exterior, outside 7. 79 - to throw away

4. 11 - to lead, to guide 8. 1l - here



A public service announcement.

5. wi - mother

1. %y - mouse, pronoun used with

younger person talking to an elder.
2. 7fi1a - to be proud

3. 1 - that

4. Wa- father

6. 11 - don't
7. 61 - drink
8. tua - alcohol



Traditional Thai medicines and herbs are becoming more and more popular.

dezin P
NUNNG
wnulng
Ve lsd
AN
l3nsialy

ANUA ATLNNE
wnu'lne taee 194
A323NY 19A 'l

Traditional Thai Medical Clinic (Chiang Mai)
General Practice

ca 1

AN AL ER
LLN‘L! et dealn®
71523° 51’ 19a °

1. adiin - clinic 5. iiaa i - Chiang Mai
2. Asuwne - medicine 6. @37 - check

3. uwu - traditional 7. 3nw" - to treat, to cure
4. Ine - Thai 8. 1A - disease

9. %yl - general



A Not For Sale sign

NAWLLUAYLL

lai2iner

ngaatlusasunIu

=3

Aduulagil
il

ATOUNAENTNTNNTUNIU

This Plot is Not for Sale

Please do not call and bother us about it.

1. iéiu - land, property
2. wilav - plot (of land)
3. 1 - this

4. 1 - not, is not

5. g - to sell

7idu! uilae? i3
1% ane®
6 17 8 9
nsau® aein’ Tnsun® suau

6. nyau - please (formal)
7. adn - don't

8. Tnsun - to telephone

9. suniu - to bother, annoy



U b WN =

.U - party
. Ju - day

Sign at a local neighborhood.

03.30-12.30
UAWRE © 3LA 54
ol dehuemavinyg

NUTULANANAU
8:30 —12:30
Tuaniag 9 u.a. 54
o I asnniIinig
Community Children’s Day Party
8:30 —12:30

Sunday Jan 9, 2011
At Paa Dang Temple Chapel

! 512 in® auau?

Juaviag® u.a.°
a’ 50 1huae® unsunsto

6. 1.A. - January
7.6 -at

. 16in - child Juwen = Children’s Day
. YNAUU - community
. Juaiae - Sunday

8. 7m - temple
9. 1huav - Red Forest (name)
10. un13ns - (large) chapel



U P~ WN =

Be careful when you park here.

%117 kLl

ANGALIE DNHHA

didunian 1 (fion
11 2,000 TR

AT
GRIAULATAIEI UG

Al udnan 1 thau
151 2,000 un

Parking
You must turn off your engine
Violators subject to 1 month in jail
2,000 baht fine

306! 502
sav’ du* LaFagaue®
fhElu® dan® 1 1iaud
51° 2,000 un'®

. 28@ - to park 6. f#lu - to violate, break the law
. 90 - car 7. A1Qn - to imprison

. 6iag - must 8. thiau - month

. 61U - extinguish 9. U5u - to fine

. LAFavaus — engine 10. " - baht

AULATAIEIUG = turn off the engine



coNOULT A~ WN =

A sign at a temple

fU-1fenyaas 20 1w

thiiumaas 20 U
( nfantaduavgeudninigs )

gl — tnautaay 20 un
lnuIaay 20 un
(nsan 13 uasamaflIvinuLag)

Incense — Candles 20 Baht Per Set
Oil — 20 Baht Per Bottle
(Please Put the Payment in the Box)

gt — iau? 43 &y’ 20 v’
19T e’ ay 20 un

(neun® 1&° 3ul? ael! 62 eaa®® d vinul® 1ae®)

. 51 - incense 9.1 - putin

. tAau - candle 10. W3u - money

. Ym - set 11. /9 - in

. 8¥ - each 12. ¢ - chest, box

. 11 - baht 13. side - with

. Uiy - oil 14. ¢ - self

. 276 - bottle 15. vinu - you (formal)
. NgauN - please 16. a9 - oneself



OoOoONOCTUDA,WNEH

This shop seems to do it all.

USUF-91281

andininas ihea'lida arasdaiusiaiing
Aauenegl unles araansls
fgwny, Usud-1176n

Stickers, Vinyl Signs, Fast ID Card Photos,
Photo Enlarging, Business Cards, Photocopying
Scan, Color and BW Prints

c;m L sénnas? ihe’ s’ ae’

71l° mu7 ﬁmB 1fns5°

800 agna™ U wniiast dre ananst auaut®, Usul® &7 — anqt8 6q '
. 66 - to cut 10. &a - to print (a photo)
. &Antnas - sticker (loan word) 11. aegng - to enlarge
. ihe - sign 12. wniies - business card
. 1htia - vinyl (loan word) 13. 1an&15 - photocopy
. fing - to film, to take (a picture) 14. &unu - to scan (loan word)
. 91 - picture 15. 15u - to print (loan word)
. AU - express, urgent 16. & - color
. fim - to affix, to join 17. 21 - white
. 1ims - card 18. @1 - black

271761 = Black and White, BW



Glossary

naaW / gdop / - golf

vAu'lal / gean-bpai / - too, excessively

tAen / giiao / - geeow (wonton)

tue / keet / - area, region, zone

121 / kao / - to enter

\w3ay / kréang / - engine, machine
ww3agfn / kréiwang-dium / - beverage, drink
ww3avaue / kréuang-yon / - engine

LU / ngern / - money

w3u / ngern /- money

WUU3INA / ngern bor-ri~jaak / - donations
W@ / cha~pd / - especially, specifically
1@NWe / cha~podr / - only, exclusively

121 / chéo / - to rent, to lease, to hire

vt Tnai / chilang-mai / - Chiang Mai

vin / dek / - child

Waum / dét-kaat / - absolutely

tfau / dadgan / - month

mAuna / téet-sa~baan / - municipal

ey / tian / - candle

tuugiu - petrol, gasoline

vl&eu / bpliian / - change

\fla / bpast / - to open

tWAY / plerng / - fire

a5 / méet / - meter

tiiav / madang / - Muang (town, Central District)
viiav / madang / - town, city

v&au / leuan/ - slippery

viuanTW - yen tafow (noodle soup dish with tofu sauce)
133 / reo / - quickly, fast

L&e / lilang / - to raise

L&33 / sdam / - to supplement, to enhance
L&3UR?E / s9am sUuai / - beautician

t1an / 1ao / - alcohol

tan&1s / eek-ga~saan / - document, photocopy
tav / eng / - oneself

udlv / kéng / - hard

w9 / jaeng / - to give, to report

wud / naew / - line

wilag / bpleeng / - plot (of land)

Wiy / p€en / - traditional

wwtiu / fae-chan / - fashion (loan word)
i / mée / - mother



LWNRI&IU / ma~leeng-saap / - roaches
waa / légo / - already

uay / 1€/ - and

1@n - Coke (phonetic transcription)

Taereun / koot-sa~naa / - advertisement
1ael / dooi / - by, by means of

1nsu / too maa / - to telephone

11s5@ / bproht / - please

15@ /rook / - disease

159 / roong / - house, hall, building, factory
U/ nai/-in

1 / sai / - putin

14 / hai / - to give, to provide

T2 / hai-chao / - for rent

1A / gai / - chicken, cock

Ine / tai / - Thai

1 / bpai / - to go

ldswele / bprai-sa-nii / - post office, postal service
W / fai-faa / - electricity, electrician

lai / mai / - not, is not

15/ rdi / - free (of), without

hila - vinyl (loan word)

A3aun / ga~rd~naa / - please (formal)
A&av / glong / - camera

Aaavvasila / glong wong-jon bpit / - CCTV
nau / glap / - return

Aedien / glivai-dtiao / - noodles (rice)
AU / gan / - together

A / gaa-fee / - coffee

AuWan / gaa-fee sot / - fresh brewed coffee
ANTUWNE / gaan-péet / - medical, medicine
n15n5a9 / gaan groong / - to filter

findm / gam-jat / - to remove

2au / kon / - hair, coat

2au / kon / - to load, to transport

aay / ka~ya / - garbage

aege / kar~yaai / - to enlarge

276 / kuat / - bottle

2@ / kluat / - bottle

271 / kwada / - right

%y / kap / - to drive

ane / kaai / - to sell, for sale

217 / kaao / - rice

27 / kdao / - white

2761 / kdao dam / - black and white, BW
Aau / kon / - person



Auae / kon-la / - per person

aatin / kli-nik / - clinic

A2U57 / kwaam-reo / - speed
ANUYan / kwaam sa~aat / - clean, cleanliness
ANUFY / kwaam-sdong / - height

a1e / kaai / - camp

AagaL / kun / - you

ALE35U / kun-na~tam / - Dharma, moral principles
97U / ngaan / - party

3. / joo / - jangwat, province

33175 / ja~raa-joon / - traffic

aam / jot / - to park

a6 / jat / - to organize

A0 / jat sdang / - to construct

U / jap / - catch

a1n / jaak / - from

J1an / jam-kuk / - to imprison

4111 / jam-nam / - to pawn

J4711ne / jam-naai / - distributor

fm / chiit / - to spray

21U / chon / - to hit, to collide

2u'la / chon gai / - cockfight

2Aiim / cha~nit / - kind, type

2Aiim / cha~nit / - kind, type

2u / chom / - look at with pleasure, admire
aher / chlay / - help

aheiffu / chliay gan / - to help each other
219 / chang / - mechanic

29WUW / chang pim / - printer (person)
21e / chaai / - man, boy, male

e / chit / - to stay, to keep, to move

ita / chéu / - name

25m / chit / - set

2u2u / chum-chon / - community

afan / s3om / - to practice

afan / sdm / - repair

9fael / sooi / - alley, lane, so

afn / sak / - to wash

2iel / sdai / - left

4ia / st / - to buy

w/na/-at

@u / duuan / - express, urgent

@2 / dhay / - with

m@ae / dooi / - hill, mountain

aaadLw / dioi/ - a mountain in Chiang Mai
@u / dap / - extinguish

@y / dap / - extinguish



fuwasaveus / dap kréuang-yon / - turn off the engine
AuULW&v / dap-plerng / - put out a fire
@1 / daan / - side

@1uuav / daan-lang /- behind

&1 / dam / - black

@ / dii / - good

Ataia / dii-seo / - diesel

fiu / distm / - to drink

® / duu / - to look

#.5.2. - square waa (waa -2 meters)
Guen / dtdom yam / - tom yum soup
»52a / dtruuat / - check

anan / dta~Iot / - all over, throughout
6av / dtong / - must

¢iau / dtoon / - period

mausu / dtdon-rdp / - to receive a guest
a7 / dta~glua / - lead

@m / dtat / - to cut

#m / dtat /- to cut

@u / dtan / - blocked, clogged

@u / dtan / - ton (loan word)

@2 / dtia / - self

@7 / dtuua / - classifier for items of clothing
#1ua / dtam-bon / - sub district

611573 / dtam-ruuat / - police

fim / dtit / - attach, affix

@m / dtit / - to affix, to join

G / dtit-dtang / - to install

6 / dtoo / - chest, box

auu / ta~nodn / - road, street

aaa / tot / - take off

fine / taai / - excrete, purge

a1 / taai / - to film, to take (a picture), to shoot (camera)
anewanans / taai-eek-ga~saan / - to photocopy
a1ag1l / taai-rliup / - to take a picture
fia / tta / - to hold

an / tuuk / - cheap, inexpensive

Wyl / tlua-bpai / - general

w1l /tlua-bpai/ - general

1175 - tour (loan word)

19 / taang / - path, road, way

9L / taang-kao / - entrance
nvtiaan / taang-kdo ok / - driveway
U / taang-dtan / - dead end
nvaan / taang-dok / - exit

vinu / tan / - you (formal)

1in / tam / - to do, to perform, to make



N

=

9 / ting / - to throw away

/ tii / - at, place, that

aansa / ti-jdot-rot / - parking (space, lot)
@u / tii-din / - land, property

4l / tii-nii / - here

ise&n / tii ra~lak/ - souvenir

nn / tak/ - each, every

nndu / tik-wan / - every day

655514 / tam / - Dharma

g1 / toop / - incense

nviaLiien / nak-tong-tieow / - tourist
u1ies / naam-bat / - business card

11 / ndam / - water, juice

11 / nam / - to lead, to guide

iude / ndm-kdang / - ice

Ay / ndam direm / - drinking water
111y / ndam bpan / - shake (banana shake)
Uwa'll / ndm-pdn-ld~maai / - fruit juice
ey / ndam fon / - rain water

1137 / ndm-man / - oil

1 / ndm-man / - oil

UfuLA3aY / nam-man-krétang / - motor oil
1141 / nam maa/ - to bring

fisf® / ni-ra~pai / - safety

il / nii / - this

U31an / boo-rirween / - area

1U3AN5 / boo-ri~vgaan / - service

U331 / bor-ri~jaak / - to donate

ugndl / ba~mii / - bamee (egg noodles)
1ins / bat / - card

1 / baat / - baht

11U / baan / - house

ymaAa / buk-kon / - person

yu3 / bu~rii / - cigarette

14§j11@ / bpa~dti-bat / - to perform
1ls¥ne@ / bpra~gaat / - announcement
1ls¥21n5 / bpra~chaa-gon / - population
szan&uiWus / bpra~chaa-sam-pan / - public relations
1l5¥11 / bpra~bpaa / - plumbing, plumber
U5u / bprap / - to fine

15U - to print (loan word)

1laan / bpluuak / - termite(s)

1aaa / bpldot / - free from

aande / bpldot-pai / - safe

a1 / bplaa / - fish

1lher / bpuai / - ill, sick

S D



1l¢ / bpa / - to mend, to patch

iy / bpan / - to spin, to blend (in a blender)
1lh / bpaa / - forest

1humv / bpaa deeng / - Red Forest (name)
ilher / bpaai / - sign

ilhelairaun / bpaai-koot-sa~naa / - poster, advertising sign
fla / bpit / - to close

il / bpée / - year

Wy / pOm / - hair

Wa'lal / pon-la~maai / - fruit

#Wu / paan / - to go through

tf / pQu / - person (who does something)
tWilher / plu-bpuai / - patient

Wu / fon / - rain

Wn / faak / - to put something in the care of
##lu / faa-féun / - to violate, break the law
waadn / plaat-sa~dtik / - plastic (loan word)
wa / p3o / - father

N3 / pi-gaan / - disabled, handicapped
WuW / pim / - to print

W / ptn / - surface, ground

Wuii / paun-tii / - area

Wu / fan / - tooth

aauan / paai-ndok / - exterior, outside
2413 / puum-jai / - to be proud

4. / m2d / - meter (abbreviation)

u.@. / mdd koo / - January

um / mot / - ants

U11INNs - (large) chapel

uatmasleua / moo-dtes-sai / - motorcycle (loan word)
ULWI / ma~praao / - coconut

1Y / man / - fat

U1 / maa / - to come

fi / mii / - to have

fia / mad / - hand

g1 / yaa / - medicine (in signs = pharmacy)
g1y / yaang / - rubber, tire

¢inel / yaai / - to move

fu@ / yin-dii / - to be delighted, to rejoice
fiudmausu / yin-dii-dtdon-rap / - welcome

g1y / ydp / - to dissolve, to diminish in size
sa3nseu / rét jak-gra~yaan / - bicycle
saansenuaue / rot jak-gra~yaan-yon / - motorcycle
w39 / rot pluang / - pulled, tow vehicle
saeue / rot-yon / - automobile

sa /rét / - car, automobile, vehicle



50125 / rot - tour/ - tour bus
sunu / rop-guuan / - to bother, annoy

5281 / ruuai / - rich

5a9L¥i1 / rong-tdao / - shoe

5a9L¥i1 / rong-tdao / - shoes

55U / ra~bop / - system

§n1n / rak-saa / - to treat, to take care of, to cure
Fu / rap / - to accept, to take employment, receive
Sudia / rdp st / - we buy

Fuaiims / rap sa~mak / - accepting applications
57A1 / raa-kaa / - cost

519 / raang / - rail, track

5791rlu / raang ndam fon / - rain gutter

771 / raan / - shop

518 / raai / - each

sneL@au / raai-dagan / - monthly

51&3U / raai-wan / - daily

3a / riit / - to iron

71 / rGn / - model

5u / rlup / - picture, photograph

]y /long/ -in

8 / 1ot / - to lower, to reduce

81 /laa /- to hunt

819 / laang / - to clean, to wash

saddan / ldang sa~dtik / - clearance (sale)
]9 / lung / - uncle

an / IGuk / - child

an&ila / [Guk su~nak / - puppy

2935 / wong-jon / - cycle, circuit

& / wat / - temple

Ju / wan / - day

Julin / wan dék / - Children’s Day

Juws / wan-pat / - Wednesday

Juavieel / wan-aa-tit / - Sunday

719 / waang / - free

duel / stiun / - center

Autia1nns / stun aa-haan/ - food court or center
fguwnu / sa~geen / - to scan (loan word)

&m / sot / - fresh

f6ian / sa~dtdk / - stock, inventory (loan word)
fgfnLnas / sa~dtik-gds / - sticker (loan word)
fu1u / sa~ndam / - field, grounds, court, range
&0 / sa~paa / - council (abbr. for Parliament)
fiA5 / sa~mak / - to apply

&319 / sdang / - to build

fuymAa / suuan-buk-kon / - private, personal



&7 / stuam / - to put on, to wear

&8 / stuai / - beauty, beautiful

&vm@3n / sa~duuak / - convenient

&va1m / sa~aat / - clean

f9An / sang-kom / - community, society
07 / sat / - animal(s)

dnJL&ev / sat-liiang / - domesticated animal, pet
a1 / sat-bpaa / - wildlife

fuWus / sam-pan / - relations

&13 / saan / - substance

fg11invu / sam-nak-ngaan / - office, agency
&uen / sin-kda / - goods, commodities

& / sii / - color

fa / st / - media

gunN / suk-ka~paap / - health

gUAWA / suk-ka~paap dii / - healthy
f21/ su-kaa / - toilet

& / sut / - last

g / su~nak / - dog

gu / suup / - to smoke

nej1 / yaa / - grass

nilv&a / nang~stt / - book

1Y / nUu / - mouse, used with younger person to an elder
1NN / muuak / - hat, cap, helmet

31U / muu-baan / - village

uem / yut / - to stop, closed

1AV / lang / - back

e / htuai / - lottery

11U / waan / - sweet

wWav / hdng / - room

a1 / héng-nam / - bathroom, toilet
Wavi19 / hdng-waang / - vacant room
nawn / hdo-pak / - dormitory

vau / hdom / - fragrant

Wa / hat / - to practice

¥ / hta / - head

¥ / hdam / - prohibited, forbidden, not allowed
a. /20/ - amphur (district)

au / op / - to bake

atin / yaa / - don't

asae / a~rdi / - tasty

a2u / (uan / - fat

aan / 2ok / - out, to come out, to exit
gau / don / - young

86 / at / - to print (a photo), to pressurize
819 / aang / - reservoir



21113 / aa-haan / - food

an / iik / - again, in addition
ainsal / Up-bpa~goon / - equipment
gaues - Honda
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An actual roadside sign becomes a Thai reading lesson

The reading lesson includes the sign, modified for easier reading, translated into English, and each word
parsed out with spaces added, and then each word is given a definition. If a combination of words becomes
a new word, then that is also given. All vocabulary words can be found in the Glossary at the end of the

book.

Everyone is thinking of safety.
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Install
Closed Circuit TV (CCTV)

AR
Asav’ a5 fa?
1. Gm6v - to install 3. 2933 - circuit
2. AdaYJ - camera 4. ila - to close

Adavvasile = CCTV




